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Region  One 

490  North  Meridian  Rd. 

Kalispeil,  MT   59901 

(406)  752-5501 

FAX:    406-257-0349 

Ref:DV101.96 

August  18,  1995 

TO:        Environmental  Ouality  Council,  Capitol  Building,  Helena,  59620-1704 
Department  of  Health  &  Environmental  Sciences,  Director's  Office,  Room  CI  08,  Cogswell  BIdg., 
Helena,  59620-0901 
Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 

Director's  Office  Parks  Division 

Fisheries  Division  Wildlife  Division 

Regional  Supervisor  Lands  Section 

Design  and  Construction  Legal  Unit 

Mary  Ellen  McDonald  (when  LWCF)  Bobbi  Keeler  (when  P-R.  D^) 

Montana  Historical  Society,  State  Historic  Preservation  Office,  225  North  Roberts,  Veteran's 
Memorial  Building,  Helena,  59620-1201 

Montana  State  Library,  1515  East  Sixth  Avenue,  Helena,  59620-1800 
Jim  Jensen,  Montana  Environmental  Information  Center,  PO  Box  1 1 84,  Helena,  59624 
George  Ochenski,  PO  Box  689,  Helena,  59624 

Wayne  Hirst,  Montana  State  Parks  Foundation,  PO  Box  728,  Libby,  59923  (PARK  EAs) 
Janet  Ellis,  Montana  Audubon  Council,  PO  Box  595,  Helena.  59624 
59903 

Sanders  County  Commissioners,  Sanders  County  Courthouse,  Thompson  Falls,  MT  59873 
Sanders  County  Weed  Control,  101  Airport  Rd.,  Plains,  59859 
Representative  Jim  Elliot,  100  Trout  Creek  Rd.,  Trout  Creek,  59874-9609 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  Environmental  Assessment  (EA)  has  been  prepared  for  Replacement  of  Current  Power 
Line  to  the  Host  Pad  at  Thompson  Falls  State  Park,  and  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 
Questions  and  comments  will  be  accepted  until  September  18.  1995.    Please  direct  your  questions 
and  comments  to  Marty  Watkins  at  the  above  address  and  phone  number.   Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 
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Enclosure 


STATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 

DEC  22  1335 

HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


,.v^ 


:-a-^ 


.1^, 


Dan  Vincent  "- 

Regional  Supervisor 
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Region  One 

490  North  Meridian  Rd. 

Kalispell,  MT   59901 

(406)  752-5501 

FAX:    406-257-0349 

Ref:DV101.96 

August  18,  1995 

TO:        Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Building,  Helena,  59620-1704 
Department  of  Health  &  Environmental  Sciences,  Director's  Office,  Room  CI  08,  Cogswell  BIdg., 
Helena,  59620-0901 
Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 

Director's  Office  Parks  Division 

Fisheries  Division  Wildlife  Division 

Regional  Supervisor  Lands  Section 

Design  and  Construction  Legal  Unit 

Mary  Ellen  McDonald  (when  LWCF)  Bobbi  Keeler  (when  P-R.  D-J) 

Montana  Historical  Society.  State  Historic  Preservation  Office,  225  North  Roberts,  Veteran's 
Memorial  Building,  Helena,  59620-1201 

Montana  State  Library,  1515  East  Sixth  Avenue,  Helena,  59620-1800 
Jim  Jensen,  Montana  Environmental  Information  Center,  PO  Box  1 1 84,  Helena,  59624 
George  Ochenski,  PO  Box  689,  Helena,  59624 

Wayne  Hirst,  Montana  State  Parks  Foundation,  PO  Box  728,  Libby,  59923  (PARK  EAs) 
Janet  Ellis,  Montana  Audubon  Council,  PO  Box  595,  Helena,  59624 
59903 

Sanders  County  Commissioners,  Sanders  County  Courthouse,  Thompson  Falls,  MT  59873 
Sanders  County  Weed  Control,  101  Airport  Rd.,  Plains,  59859 
Representative  Jim  Elliot,  100  Trout  Creek  Rd.,  Trout  Creek,  59874-9609 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  Environmental  Assessment  (EA)  has  been  prepared  for  Replacement  of  Current  Power 
Line  to  the  Host  Pad  at  Thompson  Falls  State  Park,  and  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 
Questions  and  comments  will  be  accepted  until  September  18.  1995.    Please  direct  your  questions 
and  comments  to  Marty  Watkins  at  the  above  address  and  phone  number.   Thank  you. 


/nb 
Enclosure 


STATE  DOCUMUNTS  COLLrCTlCIl 

DEC  22  1995 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 

1515  E.  6th  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59S20 


Dan  Vincent  ^ 

Regional  Supervisor 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 

S  333.7)3  F2TFpr  1995  c.1 
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DRAFT 


MEPA/NEPA/HB495  CHECKLIST 


PART  I.    PROPOSED  ACTION  DESCRIPTION 

1.  Type  of  Proposed  State  Action:     Replace  current  power  line  to  the  host  Pad  at 
Thompson  Falls  State  Park. 

2.  Agency  Authority  for  the  Proposed  Action:    Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (FWP) 

3.  Name  of  Project:   Thompson  Falls  State  Park  Powerline  Replacement 

4.  Name,  Address  and  Phone  Number  of  Project  Sponsor  (if  other  than  the  agency) 

5.  If  Applicable: 

Estimated  Construction/Commencement  Date:   July  1,  1995 
Estimated  Completion  Date:   July  30,  1995 
Current  Status  of  Project  Design  (%  complete):   0% 

6.  Location  Affected  by  Proposed  Action  {county,  range  and  township) 

Lots  4  and  5,  Section  36,  T27W,  R30W.    See  attached  map. 

7.  Project  Size:  Estimate  the  number  of  acres  that  would  be  directly  affected  that  are 
currently: 


(a) 


(b) 


(0 


Developed: 
residential 
industrial  . 


acres 
acres 


Open  Space/Woodlands/ 
Recreation   5  acres 


Wetlands/Riparian 
Areas    


acres 


(d) 
(e) 


Fioodplain 


Productive: 
irrigated  cropland 
dry  cropland     .  .  . 

forestry  

rangeland    

other    


acres 


acres 
acres 
acres 
acres 
acres 


8.  Map/site  plan:  attach  an  original  8  1/2"  x  11"  or  larger  section  of  the  most  recent 

USGS  7.5'  series  topographic  map  showing  the  location  and  boundaries  of  the  area 
that  would  be  affected  by  the  proposed  action.  A  different  map  scale  may  be 
substituted  if  more  appropriate  or  if  required  by  agency  rule.  If  available,  a  site  plan 
should  also  be  attached. 

Please  See  Attached  map. 


Be  3/93 


9.         Narrative  Summary  of  the  Proposed  Action  or  Project  including  the  Benefits  and 
Purpose  of  the  Proposed  Action. 

Currently  a  power  line  runs  to  the  host  pad  at  Thompson  Falls  State  Park.  This  line 
was  installed  in  1965,  and  provides  20  amps  of  power  to  the  host  pad.  Due  to  this 
limited  power  there  is  a  danger  to  the  electrical  systems  in  the  Recreational  Vehicles 
owned  by  the  volunteer  hosts,  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  recruit 
volunteer  hosts  as  they  are  unable  to  use  the  equipment  in  their  vehicles,  such  as 
microwaves  and  televisions. 

The  action  would  consist  of  running  621  feet  of  4.0  underground  powerline  along  the  existing 
entrance  road  to  the  host  pad  capable  of  running  50  amps  of  power. 

The  alternatives  considered  on  this  project  are: 

Alternative  I:    No  action 

Alternative  II:  Run  underground  power  lines  capable  of  supplying  50  amps  of  power 
to  the  volunteer  host  pad. 

The  benefit  of  the  proposed  action  (Alternative  II)  would  be  to  provide  additional  power  to  the 
volunteer  host  pad  at  the  park,  enabling  the  volunteers  to  use  the  amenities  contained  in  their 
recreational  vehicles,  such  as  air  conditioning  and  microwave  ovens.  Since  these  RVs  are  the 
volunteer's  home  for  up  to  three  months,  volunteers  would  like  to  be  able  to  stay  comfortably 
on  site  without  fear  of  damage  to  their  units  and  with  use  of  the  amenities  they  are  used  to. 


10.       Listing  of  any  other  Local,  State  or  Federal  agency  that  has  overlapping  or  additional 
jurisdiction. 

(a)         Permits: 

Agency  Name Permit Date  Filed/# 


(b)        Funding: 

Agency  Name Funding  Amount 

Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (FWP) 


(c)        Other  Overlapping  or  Additional  Jurisdictional  Responsibilities: 
Agency  Name Type  of  Responsibility 


1 1 .       List  of  Agencies  Consulted  During  Preparation  of  the  EA: 


m 


PART  II.  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  LAND  RESOURCES 

V^the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT*^ 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown  ° 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

►  a.  Soil  instability  or  changes  in  geologic 
substructure? 

X 

b.  Disruption,  displacement,  erosion,  compaction, 
moisture  loss,  or  over-covering  of  soil  which  would 
reduce  productivity  or  fertility? 

X 

Yes 

l.b. 

►  c.  Destruction,  covering  or  modification  of  any 
unique  geologic  or  physical  features? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  siltation,  deposition  or  erosion  patterns 
that  may  modify  the  channel  of  a  river  or  stream  or  the 
bed  or  shore  of  a  lake? 

X 

e.  Exposure  of  people  or  property  to  earthquakes, 
landslides,  ground  failure,  or  other  natural  hazard? 

X 

f.  Other 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

1  .b.   Temporary  disruption  if  over-covering  and  soil  would  occur  when  trenching  was  done  to  accommodate  the  powerline 
installation.    Soil  would  be  replaced  and  the  area  seeded  to  revegetate  after  construction  is  completed. 


P^^SICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


2.  AIR 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown'^ 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

►  a.  Emission  of  air  pollutants  or  deterioration  of 
ambient  air  quality?  (also  see  13  (c)) 

X 

b.  Creation  of  objectionable  odors? 

X 

c.  Alteration  of  air  movement,  moisture,  or 
temperature  patterns  or  any  change  in  climate,  either 
locally  or  regionally? 

X 

d.  Adverse  effects  on  vegetation,  including  crops,  due 
to  increased  emissions  of  pollutants 

X 

e.*For  P-R/D-J  proiects.  will  the  proiect  result  in  anv 
discharge  which  will  conflict  with  federal  or  state  air 
quality  regs?    (Also  see  2a) 

X 

f.  Other 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Air  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


O  Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  Impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  Impact 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
i|  ^^        Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  Identified  In  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

4  ^  Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 


uu^  ^T-«S4H4r 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


3.  WATER 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can  Impact 
Be 

Mitigated 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

►  a.  Discharge  into  surface  water  or  any  alteration  of 
surface  water  quality  including  but  not  limited  to 
temperature,  dissolved  oxygen  or  turbidity? 

X 

<4 

b.  Changes  in  drainage  patterns  or  the  rate  and  amount  of 
surface  runoff? 

X 

c.  Alteration  of  the  course  or  magnitude  of  flood  water  or 
other  flows? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  the  amount  of  surface  water  in  any  water 
body  or  creation  of  a  new  water  body? 

X 

e.  Exposure  of  people  or  property  to  water  related  hazards 
such  as  flooding? 

X 

f.  Changes  in  the  quality  of  groundwater? 

X 

g.  Changes  in  the 
quantity  of  groundwater? 

X 

h.  Increase  in  risk  of  contamination  of  surface  or 
groundwater? 

X 

1.  Effects  on  any  existing  water  right  or  reservation? 

X 

j.  Effects  on  other  water  users  as  a  result  of  any  alteration 
in  surface  or  groundwater  quality? 

X 

k.  Effects  on  other  users  as  a  result  of  any  alteration  in 
surface  or  groundwater  quantity? 

X 

« 

1.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  affect  a  designated 
floodplain?    (Also  see  3c) 

X 

1^ 

m.  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  result  in  any  discharge 
that  will  affect  federal  or  state  water  quality  regulations? 
(Also  see  3a) 

X 

n.  Other: 

X 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Water  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


O  Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  Impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
►  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM)  ,  ^B 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦  Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  It  will  be  useful. 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


4.  VEGETATION 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT ° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

Nona 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

i^Banges  in  the  diversity,  productivity  or  abundance 
of  plant  species  (Including  trees,  shrubs,  grass,  crops, 
and  aquatic  plants)? 

X 

b.  Alteration  of  a  plant  community? 

X 

c.  Adverse  effects  on  any  unique,  rare,  threatened,  or 
endangered  species? 

X 

d.  Reduction  in  acreage  or  productivity  of  any 
agricultural  land? 

X 

e.  Establishment  or  spread  of  noxious  weeds? 

X 

Yes 

4.e. 

f.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  affect  wetlands,  or 
prime  and  unique  farmland? 

X 

a.  Other: 

X 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

4.8.  The  spread  of  noxious  weeds  could  be  an  issue  if  the  area  disturbed  is  not  reseeded.  After  completion  of  the  project 
the  area  will  be  reseeded  with  native  grasses  and  monitored  for  any  noxious  weed  spread.  Any  noxious  weeds  found  in  the 
disturbed  area  will  be  pulled  or  sprayed. 


♦ 
♦  ♦ 


Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  Identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  In  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  If  it  will  be  useful. 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


►  5.  FISHAVILDLIFE 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT*' 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown" 

None 

Minor'' 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Deterioration  of  critical  fish  or  wildlife  habitat? 

X 

(i 

b.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  game  animals 
or  bird  species? 

X 

c.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  nongame 
species? 

X 

d.  Introduction  of  new  species  Into  an  area? 

X 

e.  Creation  of  a  barrier  to  the  migration  or  movement  of 
animals? 

X 

f.  Adverse  effects  on  any  unique,  rare,  threatened,  or 
endangered  species? 

X 

g.  Increase  in  conditions  that  stress  wildlife  populations  or 
limit  abundance  (including  harassment,  legal  or  illegal 
harvest  or  other  human  activity)? 

X 

h.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  will  the  oroiect  be  oerformed  in  anv  area 
in  which  T&E  species  are  present,  and  will  the  project 
affect  any  T&E  species  or  their  habitat?    (Also  see  5f) 

X 

i.  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  introduce  or  export  anv 
species  not  presently  or  historically  occurring  in  the 
receiving  location?    (Also  see  5d) 

X 

i.  Other: 

X 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


6.  NOISE/ELECTRICAL  EFFECTS 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Increases  in  existing  noise  levels? 

X 

b.  Exposure  of  people  to  serve  or  nuisance  noise  levels? 

X 

c.  Creation  of  electrostatic  or  electromagnetic  effects 
that  could  be  detrimental  to  human  health  or  property? 

X 

d.  Interference  with  radio  or  television  reception  and 
operation? 

X 

e.  Other: 

X 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


♦ 
♦  ♦ 


Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  Impact  Is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 
has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM)  /^, 

Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  Impacts. 
Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  In  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  It  will  be  useful. 
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HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


7.  LAND  USE 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT^ 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

None 

Minor*^ 

Potentially 
Significant 

t^Heration  of  or  interference  with  the  productivity  or 
profitability  of  the  existing  land  use  of  an  area? 

X 

b.  Conflicted  with  a  designated  natural  area  or  area  of 
unusual  scientific  or  educational  importance? 

X 

c.  Conflict  with  any  existing  land  use  whose  presence 
would  constrain  or  potentially  prohibit  the  proposed 
action? 

X 

d.  Adverse  effects  on  or  relocation  of  residences? 

X 

e.  Other: 

X 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


8.  RISK/HEALTH  HAZARDS 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Risk  of  an  explosion  or  release  of  hazardous 
Jflfetances  (including,  but  not  limited  to  oil,  pesticides, 
^Wmicals,  or  radiation)  in  the  event  of  an  accident  or 
other  forms  of  disruption? 

X 

b.  Affect  an  existing  emergency  response  or  emergency 
evacuation  plan  or  create  a  need  for  a  new  plan? 

X 

c.  Creation  of  any  human  health  hazard  or  potential 
hazard? 

X 

d.  tFor  P-R/D-J,  will  any  chemical  toxicants  be  used? 
(Also  see  8a) 

X 

8.d. 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and 

Secondary  Effec 

ts  on  Land  F 

esources  (Att 

ach  additional  pag 

es  of  narrative  if 

needed): 

B.d.  Chemical  sprays  may  be  used  if  noxious  weeds  are  found  in  the  disturbed  area  after  the  project  has  been  completed 
and  the  site  reseeded.  Any  weed  spraying  would  be  completed  by  an  individual  certified  in  the  weed  chemical's  use,  and 
under  the  supervision  of  FWP. 


♦ 
♦  ♦ 


Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unlcnown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.    Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


9.  COMMUNITY  IMPACT 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT^ 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Alteration  of  the  location,  distribution,  density,  or 
growth  rate  of  the  human  population  of  an  area? 

X 

(• 

b.  Alteration  of  the  social  structure  of  a  community? 

X 

c.  Alteration  of  the  level  or  distribution  of  employment 
or  community  or  personal  income? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  industrial  or  commercial  activity? 

X 

e.  Increased  traffic  hazards  or  effects  on  existing 
transportation  facilities  or  patterns  of  movement  of 
people  and  goods? 

X 

f.  Other: 

X 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  If  needed): 
HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


10.  PUBLIC  SERVICES/TAXES/UTILITIES 
Will  the  proposed  action: 

IMPACT ° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

Nona 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Have  an  effect  upon  or  result  in  a  need  for  new  or 
altered  governmental  services  in  any  of  the  following 
areas:  fire  or  police  protection,  schools, 
parks/recreational  facilities,  roads  or  other  public 
maintenance,  water  supply,  sewer  or  septic  systems, 
solid  waste  disposal,  health,  or  other  governmental 
services?  If  any,  specify: 

X 

(fl 

b.  Have  an  effect  upon  the  local  or  state  tax  base  and 
revenues? 

X 

c.  Result  in  a  need  for  new  facilities  or  substantial 
alterations  of  any  of  the  following  utilities:  electric 
power,  natural  gas,  other  fuel  supply  or  distribution 
systems,  or  communications? 

X 

10. c. 

d.  Result  in  increased  used  of  any  energy  source? 

X 

10. d. 

►  e.  Define  projected  revenue  sources 

X 

►  f.  Define  projected  maintenance  costs. 

X 

g.  Other: 

X 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

10.0.  The  purpose  of  this  project  is  to  provide  increased  electrical  capability  to  the  volunteer  host  pad.  This  would  improve 
the  facilities  provided  to  volunteer  hosts.   No  changes  to  utilities  off  site  would  be  required. 

lO.d.  With  the  increased  power  available  to  the  volunteer  host,  more  power  will  be  used  as  they  use  the  amenities  available 
in  their  Recreational  Vehicles.  The  amount  of  increased  power  would  be  insignificant  to  local  utilities  and  would  not  impact 
other  power  users. 


♦ 
♦  ♦ 


Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  Impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 
has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM)  /^^ 

Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 
Include  a  discussion  about  the  Issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


►  11.  AESTHETICS/RECREATION 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated'' 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

.^H^eration  of  any  scenic  vista  or  creation  of  an 
aesthetically  offensive  site  or  effect  that  is  open  to 

public  view? 

X 

b.  Alteration  of  the  aesthetic  character  of  a  community 
or  neighborhood? 

X 

►  c.  Alteration  of  the  quality  or  quantity  of 
recreational/tourism  opportunities  and  settings?  (Attach 
Tourism  Report) 

X 

11.0. 

d.  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  will  any  designated  or  proposed  wild 
or  scenic  rivers,  trails  or  wilderness  areas  be  impacted? 
(Also  see  11a,  11c) 

X 

e.  Other: 

X 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

1 1  .c.  Completion  of  this  project  would  enable  FWP  to  more  readily  obtain  volunteer  hosts  at  Thompson  Falls  State  Park. 
This  in  turn  would  enhance  the  recreational  experience  of  park  users  as  information  and  routine  daily  maintenance  would 
be  made  available  that  is  not  available  if  no  on-site  host  is  present.  Additionally  the  presence  of  an  on-site  volunteer  host 
reduces  vandalism,  hence  reducing  repair  costs  and  keeping  facilities  in  good  repair  for  the  recreational  users. 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


12.  CULTURAL/HISTORICAL  RESOURCES 

m 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT ° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated" 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown'^ 

None 

Minor'' 

Potentially 
Significant 

►  a.  Destruction  or  alteration  of  any  site,  structure  or 
object  of  prehistoric  historic,  or  paleontological 
importance? 

X 

b.  Physical  change  that  would  affect  unique  cultural 
values? 

X 

c.  Effects  on  existing  religious  or  sacred  uses  of  a  site 
or  area? 

X 

d.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  will  the  proiect  affect  historic  or 
cultural  resources?   Attach  SHPO  letter  of  clearance. 
(Also  see  1  2. a) 

X 

e.  Other: 

X 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


O 


4Wr 
♦  ♦ 


Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

Determine  whether  the  described  Impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.    Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  In  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


13.  SUMMARY  EVALUATION  OF 
SIGNIFICANCE 

Will  the  proposed  action,  considered  as  a 
whole: 

IMPACT ° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Have  impacts  that  are  individually  limited,  but 
cumulatively  considerable?  (A  project  or  program  may 
result  in  impacts  on  two  or  more  separate  resources 
which  create  a  significant  effect  when  considered 
together  or  in  total.) 

X 

b.  Involve  potential  risks  or  adverse  effects  which  are 
uncertain  but  extremely  hazardous  if  they  were  to 
occur? 

X 

c.  Potentially  conflict  with  the  substantive  requirements 
of  any  local,  state,  or  federal  law,  regulation,  standard 
or  formal  plan? 

X 

d.  Establish  a  precedent  or  likelihood  that  future  actions 
with  significant  environmental  impacts  will  be 
proposed? 

X 

e.  Generate  substantial  debate  or  controversy  about  the 
nature  of  the  impacts  that  would  be  created? 

X 

f.  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  is  the  project  expected  to  have 
organized  opposition  or  generate  substantial  public 
controversy?  (Also  see  13e) 

X 

a.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  list  anv  federal  or  state  oermits 
required. 

X 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


♦ 
♦  ♦ 


Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  Impact 
has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM)  f^^ 

Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  Impacts.     V 
Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  Include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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2.  Description  and  analysis  of  reasonable  alternatives  (including  the  no  action  alternative)  to  the  proposed  action  whenever 
alternatives  are  reasonably  available  and  prudent  to  consider  and  a  discussion  of  how  the  alternatives  would  be  implemented: 

Alternative  I:  No  Action:  Continue  to  operate  the  park  with  the  existing  powerline  to  the  volunteer  host  pad.  Impact 
would  be  decreasing  availability  of  volunteer  hosts,  increasing  the  likelihood  of  vandalism,  and  the  absence 
of  daily  maintenance.    Public  contact  would  also  be  reduced,  limiting  the  availability  of  help  or  information. 

Alternative  II:  Install  Underground  Power  Line:  With  installation  of  an  underground  power  line  capable  of  carrying  amps 
to  the  host  pad,  volunteers  will  be  more  easily  recruited.  Additionally,  damage  to  the  personal  property  of 
a  volunteer  will  be  lessened  as  the  lines  would  not  be  overloaded  with  over-demand  for  the  amperage  carried. 
Volunteer  hosts  decrease  the  likelihood  of  vandalism,  provide  daily  maintenance  and  customer  assistance. 

3.  Evaluation  and  listing  of  mitigation,  stipulation,  or  other  control  measures  enforceable  by  the  agency  or  another 
government  agency: 

The  soil  disturbed  by  the  excavation  will  be  reseeded  upon  completion  of  the  project.  Noxious  weed  growth 
will  be  monitored,  and  hand  pulling  or  spraying  will  be  conducted  as  needed.  Reseeding  and  noxious  weed 
control  should  mitigate  for  any  impacts  from  this  project. 

4.  Based  on  the  significance  criteria  evaluated  in  this  EA,  is  an  EIS  required?  NO  If  an  EIS  is  not  required,  explain  why  the 
EA  is  the  appropriate  level  of  analysis  for  this  proposed  action: 

An  EIS  is  not  required  as  environmental  change  is  minimal  and  can  be  completely  mitigated.  This  project  is 
not  expected  to  be  controversial. 

5.  Describe  the  level  of  public  involvement  for  this  project  if  any  and,  given  the  complexity  and  the  seriousness  of  the 
environmental  issues  associated  with  the  proposed  action,  is  the  level  of  public  involvement  appropriate  under  the 
ci^jimstances? 

Notification  of  this  project  and  EA  will  be  published  in  the  appropriate  newspapers.  If  significant  public 
objection  to  this  project  is  received,  an  open  house  will  be  held  in  Thompson  Falls.  Given  the  limited  scope 
of  this  project,  the  possibility  of  completely  mitigating  for  impacts,  and  the  expectation  of  no  controversy, 
the  level  of  public  participation  is  appropriate. 

6.  Duration  of  comment  period  if  any:   Thirty  days  from  publication  of  EA. 

7.  Name,  title,  address  and  phone  number  of  the  Person(s)  Responsible  for  Preparing  the  EA: 

Marty  Watkins 
Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 
490  N.  Meridian 
Kalispell,  MT  59901 
406-752-5501 

PART  III.    NARRATIVE  EVALUATION  AND  COMMENT 

1  .b.  Temporary  disruption  if  over-covering  and  soil  would  occur  when  trenching  was  done  to  accommodate  the  powerline 
installation.   Soil  would  be  replaced,  and  the  area  seeded  to  revegetate  after  construction  is  completed. 

4.e.  The  spread  of  noxious  weeds  could  be  an  issue  if  the  area  disturbed  is  not  reseeded.  After  completion  of  the  project 
t^^^rea  will  be  reseeded  with  native  grasses  and  monitored  for  any  noxious  weed  spread.  Any  noxious  weeds  found  in  the 
d^Rrbed  area  will  be  pulled  or  sprayed. 

11 


8.d.  Chemical  sprays  may  be  used  if  noxious  weeds  are  found  in  the  disturbed  area  after  the  project  has  been  completed 
and  the  site  reseeded.  Any  weed  spraying  would  be  completed  by  an  individual  certified  in  the  weed  chemical's  use,  and 
under  the  supervision  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks. 

lO.c.  The  purpose  of  this  project  is  to  provide  increased  electrical  capability  to  the  volunteer  host  pad.  This  would  improve 
the  facilities  provided  to  volunteer  hosts.   No  changes  to  utilities  off  site  would  be  required. 

lO.d.  With  the  increased  power  available  to  the  volunteer  host,  more  power  will  be  used  as  they  use  the  amenities  available 
in  their  Recreational  Vehicles.  The  amount  of  increased  power  would  be  insignificant  to  local  utilities  and  would  not  impact 
other  power  users. 

1 1  .c.  Completion  of  this  project  would  enable  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  to  more  readily  obtain  volunteer  hosts  at  Thompson 
Fall  State  Park.  This  in  turn  would  enhance  the  recreational  experience  of  park  users  as  information  and  routine  daily 
maintenance  would  be  made  available  that  is  not  available  if  no  on-site  host  is  present.  Additionally  the  presence  of  an  on- 
site  volunteer  host  reduces  vandalism,  hence  reducing  repair  costs  and  keeping  facilities  in  good  repair  for  the  recreational 
users. 

PART  IV.    EA  CONCLUSION  SECTION 


REF:TFALLSPL.EA 
August  18,  1995 
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1420  East  Sixth  Ave. 
P.O.  Box  200701 
Helena,  MT  59620-0701 


August  1 ,  1 995 


Catherine  Nemeth 

Montana  State  Historic  Preservation  Office 

1410  8th  Ave. 

Helena,  MT  59620 


A(Ji:i  1     1995 

DESlGi^:  .J 

DEPT.  OF  FL,;.  >.,a;J,-li  ,,  .-/^rks 


Dear  Ms.  Nemeth: 

Attached  is  a  copy  of  the  USGS  quad  map  indicating  the  location  of  the  Thompson  Falls 
State  Park.   The  proper  legal  description  is  T22N,  R30W,  Section  36.   The  route  of  the 
replacement  power  line  is  highlighted.   The  project  description  is  to  replace  an  existing 
underground  power  line  to  the  host  pad  witii  a  new  larger  underground  power  line.   The  line 
is  to  be  plowed  in  along  the  existing  road  way. 

The  site  is  an  existing  developed  state  park,  approximately  35  years  old.    Given  the  scope  of 
work  and  route  along  the  existing  park  road,  we  believe  the  project  has  a  low  likelihood  of 
impacting  cultural  resources. 

This  consultation  is  with  regards  to  a  state  action.   Therefore,  we  are  consulting  under  the 
State  Antiquities  Act,  not  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act.   Consultation  with  the  tribe  on 
state  projects  not  within  the  reservation  is  done  through  the  EA  process.  We  have  the  tribe 
on  our  standard  distribution  list. 

Please  call  if  you  have  any  questions. 

Sincerely, 


CONCUR 

NO  PROPERTIES  ON  OR  ELIGIBLE 

FOR  NRHP  APPEAR  LIKELY  TO 

EXIST  WITHIN  PROJECT  IMPACT  ARE/ 


^AUL  VALLE 
Cultural  Resources  Coordinator 
Design  &  Construction  Bureau 
Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 


pv/nemeth.ltr 
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